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In September 2019, we came out with the ﬁrst issue of b – Herald with a wish to
embark on a journey of sharing our dreams and endeavours. More than anything
else, it is simply our desire to stay connected with you all. Brindali’s smile and
gesture is how we welcome you to the second issue of b – Herald.
We await for articles, a few lines of wisdom, news of achievements, pictures that
speak of a cherished moment, professional advices and much more from our
Alumni. Enable us with your presence. May we have a page dedicated only to
Alumni.

BEHOLDING THEM WHO MADE US AND
THE DEPARTMENT
“Gratitude bestows reverence, allowing us to encounter everyday epiphanies, those
transcendent moments of awe that change forever how we experience life and the
world”- John Milton
January 03, 2020 was such a transcendent moment of awe, when at the Inaugural
Function of a National Seminar that the department organized, we were blessed
with the presence of they who shaped the entire department into what it is today
– a platform of growth and knowledge sharing. On the stage together was a vision
to behold when Fr Jose Changnancherry, Shah Sir, Narula madam, Fr Braganza,
Parimal Sir and Thacker Sir blessed us with their presence.
The department reaches 40 years of its pedagogical endeavour and it is they who
lit this lamp of pedagogy.

Ms. Brindali Patel, a Semester
VI BSc Biotechnology student
who enthralled all with her
performance.
This is the second consecutive
year that she represented the
college in the Youth Fest and
won in the Classical Dance at
the zonal level.
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The department organized a National Seminar on
“Present Day Biology: Impact of Research at the Molecular
and Cellular Level” on January 03 – 04, 2020
Over the two days of January 3-4, 2020, the National Seminar brought together
great scientists, academicians, young researchers and students on a common
platform through presentations by specialists from around the globe with
structured discussion sessions on the conference.

Keynote address by Parimal Sir

The objective of this conference was to foster discussions on the impact of
molecular biology and cell biology in education, research, translation
discoveries and product developments which have impacted society at large,
to connect diverse biological ﬁelds, enabling strengthening of impact of
beneﬁts derived from basic and applied research and the challenges and
opportunities present to envision a way forward. Each conference session had
sub themes on Plant Sciences and Agriculture, Animal Sciences, Diseases and
Health, Environment and Conservation, Nutrition and Food Sciences and
Innovations, Developing Technologies, Product Development and Omics.

Each day we had a keynote address. The Keynote address was on 03 January was given by Dr Parimal Sheth, Director,
Endovac Animal Health Inc, USA. Parimal Sir elaborated on the molecular techniques that have helped translation of basic
research into products. The Keynote address by Dr Sarat Dalai, Director, Institute of Life Sciences, on 04 January took us
through a journey of ideation of a chimeric IL – 15 into a vaccine with an extension of treatment of Cancer.
This was our third attempt to create a platform for young minds to imbibe scientiﬁc discoveries and applications across the
globe. The ebullient student body participated with full gusto, interacting with the knowledgeable scientists who accepted
our invitations to give talks. Out of a total of 250 registrations, 80% were students, UG to PhD scholars, from diﬀerent parts
of the state.
The Review Poster sessions allowed both undergraduates and graduates to present concepts ranging from plant sciences
to bionanotechnology. About 80 students from the department participated in this session.
Another highlight was the release of last conference’s Proceedings as a book with ISBN number.

Release of the Seminar Abstract Book
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Release of Compiled Research
Articles as a Book
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Note: 1. The dias and the inaugural function; 2. The inaugural address by Fr (Dr) Vincent Braganza SJ, Director, Xavier Research
Foundation; 3. Plenary talk by Dr. Divya Chandran, RCB, Faridabad; 4. Plenary Talk by Dr. Kusum Kumari Singh, IIT Guwahati; 5. Dr.
Suresh Balakrishnan, M.S. University; 6. Dr. Sanjay Basak, NIN, ICMR – Hyderabad; 7. Plenary Talk by Dr Bhadresh Rami, Syngene
International Limited, Bengaluru; 8. Dr. Aara Patel, University College, London; 9. Dr. Jayant Hole, NIAB, Hyderabad, having an
interactive session with the audience; 10. Poster Sessions; 11. Valedictory Function (Dr Gaurav Shah, VNSGU, receiving the Best Oral
Presentation Award).
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2nd blumini Meet

The ﬁrst b - lumini Meet was held on the evening of 05 January
2019, a beginning to a lovely association. The numbers were few
but the belonging was strong. At the meet, the b - lumini
Association was oﬃciated and as a consensus, Anupam Joshi
was nominated the President and Kinjal Shah was nominated
the Secretary. Kinjal Shah was instrumental in making the
evening happen. This year too, Kinjal with a group of our current
batch of students enabled another Alumni night, with more
activities and fun. The numbers again were few, however, the
evening was vibrant with the current batch of students
entertaining all. We envisaged seeing generations mingling
together as a family and we are happy that it is happening slowly
and gradually.
We had alumni from the batch of 1988 that evening, and it was a
delight to have them with us. This is how we hope that the
departmental alumni grows to be a very active group and stay
connected. We wish that we could have an Alumni page in the b –
herald where we can highlight the achievements or include
articles/snippets/poems etc written by alumni.
The link to register for b - lumini will be mailed to if you get in
touch with us by writing to biochemistry@sxca.edu.in
“Once a Xavierite, always a Xavierite”
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Artistry in the Department

Several of our students represented the college in the Youth Fest held by the Gujarat University and won accolades for the
College. Our students, Kavisha Patel, Payal Varandani, Ritika Sharma, Raghav Worah and Khushi Salvi also competed in
cultural fests of other colleges and won laurels.
During the Annual Culfest of the College, “Karwan”, our students regaled in their display of talent. They excelled in all ﬁelds
whether it be performing arts, dramatics, literary events or ﬁne arts. The department is abuzz with activities as students
practice for these competitions. The creative in them is what we celebrate. It was good to have the faculty too as active
participants during the culfest.
A special thanks to Dr. Nandini Ghosh (Faculty Coordinator) and Ms. Brindali Patel (Student Coordinator) who coordinated
with the Core Cultural Team of the College and micromanaged to make departmental participation in the Culfest a success.
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Experiments with Assessment b HeliX Colloquium Talks
With the management promoting unconventional
methodology for internal evaluation of students and
moving away from conventional pattern of examinations,
the faculty and students experimented with diﬀerent
methodology of assessment. These not only evaluated
depth of subject knowledge, but made learning enjoyable.
Some of the interesting activities introduced by faculty
include Biorangoli, where in students had to make Rangoli
of biomolecules; Enact an enzyme mechanism or reaction;
an exhibition on ‘Inborn errors of metabolism’; writing a
Scrapbook on RNA splicing; making a cartoon strip /
representation for a molecular biology concept; debates on
speciﬁc topics especially with respect to recombinant DNA
tools.

On December 12, 2019, as part of the b Helix colloquia, one
of our students Ms. Anoshi Patel, shared her research that
she pursued as part of her curriculum at Georg - August Gottinghen Universtat, Germany, Max Planck Institute of
Biological Chemistry.
She deftly introduced how a technique enables elucidation
of biological concepts. Her talk was on “tRNA translocation
on a slippery mRNA sequence monitored by smFRET”. She
emphasized on how important it is to have a strategy and
means to implement the strategy.
She also spoke of the competitive world of science,
translational research and the interdisciplinary approach to
ﬁnd out answers to relevant questions.

An eﬀective means of enhancing subject knowledge,
communication skills and team work. The assessment
enables assessing both the technicality as well as the
creativity in students.
A challenge taken to challenge!

On September 5, 2019, an interactive session was
conducted on Ramachandran plot. This plot is one of the
unique contributions of Prof GN Ramachandran to the
world in order to understand the structural intricacies of
proteins.
The talk was delivered by Dr Linz Buoy George, from Gujarat
University and highly appreciated by all students and staﬀ
of the department.
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Bestowal of Honours

Walking, gliding, sashaying….if there is any word that can
explain their happiness and excitement, it can be added
to convey that for them it is a moment of achievement as
they graduate from the college with a consolidated
marksheet of successful completion of their degree
programmes. The graduation sash worn with pride and a
beaming smile to match deﬁnes the eﬀorts each one of
them has put in. This 2nd Graduation Day was graced by
Vice Chancellor of Gujarat University, Dr. Himanshu
Pandya and Global Head of Tata Consultancy Services, Mr.
Ranjan Bandyopadhyay. Both the dignitaries emphasized
on the importance of developing a skill set that will enable
students to go beyond their potential.

BSc Biochemistry

Congratulations to the toppers of each of our
programmes!

Piuli Gupta and

Arpita Mahato,
Saloni Raval and
Anant Bakshi
BSc Biotechnology
Harsh Oza,
Gautami Patel and
Pal Vyas
Msc Biochemistry
Jignesh Prajapati,
Kalgi Shah

It is also our happiness in
sharing that Harsh Oza and
Jignesh Prajapati have cleared
the CSIR JRF NET examination.
Their progress is an inspiration
for all our students and for us a
motivation to continue our
pedagocical endeavour

Cognizance of a Good Practice
Brother Simon and Brother Stell from St. Andrews college,
Shillong visited our department. Their visit was as a
consequence of a paper that was presented by our staﬀ in
Christ University, Bangalore on innovative teaching learning
methodologies, wherein one of our focus was the simulated
entrepreneurship unit, In Xitu. They interacted with staﬀ and
students to know the nuances of inculcating values and
ethics in the curriculum and co-curricular activities of the
department. They interacted with students in charge of In
Xitu to know the intricacies of the system. They also visited
the animal cell culture facilities and the centralized
laboratory facilities. They were taken up by the conﬁdence of
the students at In Xitu. We do hope that in future, a linkage
can be established for exchange of ideas and technology,
especially in plant tissue culture and animal cell culture.
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Students’ Corner
Bhakti Sheth of FY Biotechnology participated in a BIIS validation workshop on product development entitled “Mixture of
bajra ﬂour, sour buttermilk and detergents as a biopesticide against caterpillar” from Nov 13 to December 3, 2019. She
worked in Amrapur near Gandhinagar, under BIRAC-Sristi Biotech Innovation Ignition School, NIF.
About 15 MSc students and 26 BSc students attended the Prof LJ Parekh Lecture series at MS University, Baroda on 27 and
28 November 2019. The highlight of the lecture series was a talk delivered by Nobel Laureate Ada Younath.
Shikhsha Education and Gujarat University organized a seminar cum workshop in the third week of September, 2019 which
was attended by about 20 of our students.
Divya Rakhecha, our student from First year Biotechnology, has
come into prominence as the dance group of which she is a
member has reached the Top 10 in a reality talent hunt show
Dance 5 + on Star Plus. The dance group under the aegis of Nritya
Kala Kendra, a performing arts troupe based in Ahmedabad has
been instrumental in executing classical style of dancing
choreographed on popular Bollywood songs.We look forward to
Divya and her group surging ahead with every episode and wish
her all the best. To be able to perform at the National level indeed
is an opportunity that only few get.
Minaxi Lalit Science Award Exam is a state level competition
conducted by the Gujarat Science Academy in collaboration with
the Botany Department of Gujarat University to identity brilliant minds under various science subjects in the state with the
objective of developing a healthy competitive educational environment and to promote scientiﬁc temper among young
students. This year several of our students participated and Sonal Kumar of TY Biotechnology was conferred the second
prize in Biotechnology in the state. Congratulations!

Faculty Corner
Sebastian is now a Ph.D. guide under Gujarat
University. Thus, the department will now also
be able to oﬀer Ph.D. Programme. This
deﬁnitely is a Booster Dose to Research in the
department.

Dr. Avni Divetia one of our newly inducted
faculty cleared NET examination.
Congratulations.

Upcoming Events
08 February
15-16 February
19 February
22 February
29 February
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BoS Meeting
Study Tour
b-HeliX: Dr Tapan Shah
biocalyX
Career meet

In our eﬀorts to nurture faculty development programmes
especially to hone skills and acquire new skill set, Ms Sonal
Thakur undertook a 5 day training in Bioinformatics. Sonal was
one of the 10 selected candidates for this programme, which was
organsied by GSBTM, Gandhinagar. She will now be able to
impart training in Bioinformatics to students and faculty.
Moreover, research projects based on Bioinformatics can now be
encouraged for dissertation by MSc students.

b - Herald is for private circulation only. Help us
document your achievements, big and small.
You can reach us at:
biochemistry@sxca.edu.in
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