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St Xavier’s College is finally Autonomous 

St Xavier’s College is conferred autonomous status by UGC 

for a period of 6 years from the current academic year. An 

order to this effect has been released by the Gujarat 

University. A high level committee of 7 members (led by Dr 

Arjula Reddy, University of Hyderabad, representing UGC) 

had visited the College for an on-site verification from April 

16-17, 2014.  St Xavier’s College has once again set the 

standard in the State by being the first college to opt for 

autonomy. The task ahead is to strive for better quality at the national level. 

 

Fr Herbert D’Souza SJ memorial Lecture resumes 

Fr Herbert D’Souza SJ memorial lecture was held in the Herbert 

D’Souza Hall (a fitting tribute). The main speaker was Dr Dinesh 

O Shah, Founder Director of DDU, Nadiad. Dr Shah spoke on 

‘World of Surface Science and Nanotechnology’ and emphasised 

the need for developing a scientific mind-set at a young age.   

 

Diamond Jubilee year 

St Xavier’s College which began on the premises of St Xavier’s School Mirzapur in 1955, is celebrating its 

Diamond jubilee this year. A preliminary session was held on July 15 to chalk out a plan for a meaningful 

celebration. The present ambitious plans include a National Seminar on ‘Environment and Energy Conservation’, 

an international project where the social dimension of St Xavier’s College is given clarity and boost, strengthening 

the Alumni Association by initiating Departmental Alumni, an Environmental Fair, an alumni get together and  

talent night etc. This is also an open invitation to all our past students to join The Old Xavierites Association 

(TOXA) by downloading the form from the College website, www.sxca.edu.in or writing to toxa@sxca.edu.in 

 

Culfest 2014 

Culfest 2014 was very unique. Under the leadership of Fr Vincent 

Saldanha SJ, and a group of student volunteers a new trend was set in the 

College. Unlike other years, Culfest-2014 focused on departmental talent 

search. The first round was inter-departmental. The top three from each 

Diamond Jubilee Year (1955- 2014) 
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stream (Arts and Science) competed in the final round. Points were given to each competing team/ individual. The 

first prize went to the department of Zoology. Departments of Psychology and English secured the second and 

third respectively. The winners and runners-up of each performing event were invited to perform on stage during 

the evening programmes on January 24 and 25. We hope that Fr Saldanha replicates the same magic in the years to 

come! Congratulations to Fr Saldanha and his committed team of volunteers who organised the programme with 

no hiccups. 

 

Students shine 

 

Students of Xavier’s have done it again. A group of students enthusiastically 

participated in various poster competitions organised by various institutions 

in Gujarat. Anjali Garg, Purva Diwanji, Shweta Diwan, Pritesh Shah, 

Devansh Desai, Hirvi Shah, and Andrews Mcwan, won prizes in different 

categories. Two students of Biochemistry, Satyajit Pradan and Vikrant 

Dubey, won the first prize in an all Gujarat Bioquiz held at J and J College, 

Nadiad. Apart from these, Rushda Narmawala, Pratik Prajapati, Pooja Prasar, 

and Ankita Patel won prizes in oral presentation during Science Excellence 

2014. Purva Diwanji, Sudip Dighe, Nirmal Vincent, and George Christopher 

gave oral presentation at the National level convention held in Chandigarh. 

This was organised by the Punjab University for IAPT (Indian Association of 

Physics Teachers). Congratulations to you and may this inspire many more Xavierites to follow in your footsteps. 

 

TCS comes to Xavier’s 

Experts from Tata Consultancy Services conducted an interactive 

session to bring awareness among students about employability after 

graduation. They also discussed on an Academic Interface 

Programme (AIP) which intends to train students in Business Process 

Services as a mainstream career choice for students at degree level.  

The programme was conducted on February 3 in the HD Hall and 

over 250 students benefitted. Later on an MoU was signed with TCS 

for various courses at Gandhinagar by Fr Robert Arockiasamy SJ 

and Fr Lancelot D’Cruz SJ. Subsequently, TCS offered a 50 hrs 

training programme on ‘Retail Analytics’ to a group of selected students under their capacity building scheme. 

Convocation was also held for those students who successfully completed. A 100 hrs ‘Affirmative Action’ course 

was conducted for our SC/ST students of which 7 were selected by TCS.  

 

Biochemistry: Invited Talk 

The students of Biochemistry and Chemistry were enchanted when Dr Radhika Atit, from Case Western Reserve 

University, Ohio gave an interactive lecture in the Fr Herbert D’Souza Hall on ‘Skin Development and Disease’. 

She was invited by the Department of Biochemistry as part of its initiative to expose students to versatile 

personalities and to high quality research. Dr Atit gave her talk on January 20, 2104 to a group of over 200 
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students. Inspired by the quality of questions asked she has invited the top performing students to join her lab in 

The US! 

Career Cell initiatives 

The Career and Placement cell of St Xavier’s College under the leadership of Dr Clement Chammasheril is 

doing very well. The cell organised a series of workshops and campus interviews for the third year students. This 

year the College witnessed large number of companies thronging in the campus trying to grab the best students.  

Wipro Technology, Star TV, Google, Wipro BPO, Gandhi Fellowship, Teach for India, AISEC, TCS etc. visited 

the campus for career guidance and recruitment. 24 of our students were offered appointment letters.  However, 

many of our students are not in a mood to pick up a job at present when they know that this is their last chance to 

do higher studies. 

Seminar on Manuscriptology 

The Department of Sanskrit had organized a one day workshop on 

Manuscriptology and ‘Lipi Shastra’ on January 8, 2014. Dr. Siddharth 

Wakankar   from IIT Gandhinagar and Dr. Preeti Pancholi from L.D. Institute of 

Indology were the resource persons. The students of Sanskrit and Gujarati major 

attended it with great zeal, and benefitted much from the workshop. 

Research Funding Drive 

This year St Xavier’s College took a giant leap by encouraging faculty members 

to apply for minor research projects to UGC.  Initially 3 faculty undertook training offered by Knowledge 

Consortium of Gujarat. Once enriched, they trained our faculty on ‘How to write a seminar proposal?’ Dr Devang 

Pandya, Dr Sanjeev Gupta, Dr Pinky Desai, and Dr Ishwar Mehra took leading roles in this venture.  The 

faculty who submitted their MRP includes Dr Ishwar Mehra, Dr Vijay Dhandhukia, Dr Sudeshna Menon, 

Prof Arti Kumar, Dr Sarvar Sherry Chand, Dr Shital Doshi, Dr Pranav Trivedi, Dr Devang Pandya, Dr 

Atul Makwana, Prof Dinesh Katara, Dr Arti Oza, Dr Sebastain V. Wow, 12 proposals  Thank you Fr 

Fernando Franco SJ for inspiring and motivating us to walk the extra mile. 

In order to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee in a more meaningful manner, all departments were urged to apply for 

seminar funding to UGC under the XII
th

 plan. 11 departments have applied. This is probably the beginning of a 

new era of academic activities at Xavier’s! Congratulations to all those who have taken the trouble to write and 

submit proposals to take the institution forward.  

Training workshop 

Since three years, the Department of Biochemistry has been organising training 

workshops for UG students to crack national level competitive examinations that lead 

to admission in premier institutes in India. Various neighbourhood colleges also take 

advantage of this facility. This year 93 students availed of the training. The 

programme was inaugurated by Dr Sarat Salai of Nirma University.  Dr Salai inspired 

the participants with anecdotes from his personal life. Truly impressive! 
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International Seminar on Lay Collaboration 

The month of February witnessed a 5 days long International Seminar on Collaboration, Leadership and Mission. 

Resource persons from 3 continents participated in the seminar held at the College. The seminar focused on a 

paradigm shift in leadership through promoting lay collaboration. Fr Vincent Saldanha SJ, Fr Lancelot D’Cruz 

SJ and Dr Sebastian represented Xavier’s. Thanks to Fr Fernando Franco SJ and his team for organising a 

seminar on such a radical theme.  

Seminar by Biochemistry 

Dr Chetan Chitnis, a pioneer in the designing of malarial vaccine in India gave 

a talk on “Biology to Biotechnology: From understanding life to using it for 

our future” to an inquisitive group of over 250 Bioscience students. Students 

were glued to the chairs as Dr Chitnis elaborated his journey in the designing of 

a malarial vaccine. This talk was organised in collaboration with Infosys, 

Gandhinagar, as part of the Infosys series of lectures. Students were very 

excited to see and interact with such dignitaries on our campus.   

Economic fest 

The Department of Economics organised an Economics fest on the College campus 

where various competitions were held based on economic themes. Some of the 

events included Reel Economics, Debate, Advert, Stockmock etc. A total of 50 

students (including 42 from other colleges) participated from 12 colleges. The event 

was highly appreciated as this was one of its kind in Ahmedabad. Congratulations 

and all the best to the department of Economics and to Dr Pinky Desai who played 

the pivotal role in organising the event. We hope that the Economic fest impacts the 

city in a big way in the coming years.  

Annual prize distribution 

The College Annual day was celebrated on March 1, 2014 in the Siddharth 

Assembly Hall. Fr Robert Arockiasamy SJ, our Principal, congratulated the 

prize winners. The Chief Guest of the function was the ex-Chief Minister of 

Gujarat, Mr Dilip Parikh who was accompanied by his wife. Retired faculty Dr 

S.P. Thacker was also facilitated. Various prizes and certificates were distributed 

for outstanding performance in academics, special categories, sports, extra-

curricular activities etc. The third year students were also given a farewell on the 

same day.  Dear past students, keep in touch.  

Collaboration 

Every year a group of MBA students from the Marquette University, Wisconsin, 

visit and interact with our students of Voc. Biotechnology and Voc. Industrial 

Chemistry. They also study the small business venture of these two units and 

give feedback so that improvement can be made. This year too, 10 students from 

Marquette University interacted with our students. The group also visited Aadi 
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Aushadhi, our extension work project at Dediapada. One of the faculty who accompanied students from Wisconsin 

was so inspired that she even addressed the third year students of Economics and interacted with them. We hope 

for a greater collaboration in future. 

Staff Development Workshop 

A Staff Development Workshop was organised by Campus Ministry from June 

28 to 29. This workshop focused on rediscovering the goal of St Xavier’s 

College in the present context. The resource person was Fr M.K. George SJ, 

Provincial of the Kerala Province. Fr George led the group of 30 participants to 

a new experience of ‘united for a mission’.  

Workshop on LOBS Curriculum conducted 

In order to equip the faculty and strengthen our curriculum a workshop on “Learning Outcome Based Syllabus” 

was conducted separately for Arts and Science faculty from March 24 to 25. Now that we are an autonomous 

College the workshop was an inspiration to many departments to overhaul the existing curriculum. 

Xavierites in flying colours 

 This year our students have done exceptionally 

well in the final University examinations. Many of 

our students were among the top rankers of the 

University. Kapur Gitanjali (Psychology), Kukudia 

Devanshi (Zoology), Jambusarwala Tasnim 

(Physics), Garg Kanika (Electronics), Teli Hetal 

(Statistics) won the gold medal in the Gujarat University examinations. Congratulations!  

Women Cell 

The Women Cell is bubbling with activities. The cell had conducted ‘Women 

helpline drive’ with the assistance of the Gujarat Government. 593 of our girl 

students took advantage of this facility by registering themselves. It also 

organised a talk on ‘Coping with menopause’ for all faculty and their family 

members in the AV room of St. Xavier’s College. The resource person was Dr 

Priti Shah. Many faculty and their immediate ones took advantage of this talk.   

 

 

 

Utkarsh Meet 

The All Ahmedabad Utkarsh meet was held on February 2, on the College campus. 

This is an occasion for all challenged students to assemble on our campus, renew 

friendships, and showcase their talents. On February 22, the third year students 

were given a farewell by the juniors. The centre of attraction of this day was the 

‘Utkarsh photo cake’ (seen in the picture)!  The Utkarsh group also organised an 

educational trip to Unteshwari under the leadership of Fr Roland and Sr Mary and 
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large number of student volunteers. Fr Siddharth with his usual charming nature not only entertained the group but 

also exposed the students to a brief history of this historic and religious place. A formal inauguration of Utkarsh 

for the current academic year was held on July 11, 2014, where more than 30 students participated. 

 

Staff shines 

Not only do we have students with all-round achievements, but as well 

faculty. Dr Rajesh Iyer, Dr Anita Sharma, and Prof Arti Kumar won 

two events in the University staff tournament held at YMCA.  Prof Arti 

in Table Tennis and Dr Rajesh and Anita in Badminton mixed doubles. 

We hope that in the coming years more faculty will participate.   

 

 

Sports  

 

Fr Donald Dias SJ Memorial football tournament was organised on January 29. College 

won JG college football tournament and were runners up in All Gujarat inter college 

football tournament. 

 

 

UPSC/GPSC Training Cell 

February witnessed a spurt of activities on our College campus. The capacity 

building cell under the leadership of Fr Lancelot D’Cruz initiated UPSC/GPSC 

training for students of the College. The response was overwhelming. Over 175 

students registered for this UGC sponsored training. We thank our student 

volunteers, under the leadership of Ruzbeh Hodiwala, who successfully organised 

the enrolment drive. 

 

Hostel Feast 

 

This year a combined hostel feast was organised on our College campus. This is an 

occasion when the Ladies and Men’s Hostel students join hands to showcase their 

talents on a common platform. The event was inaugurated by Fr Roland D’Souza, 

the Dean of Campus Ministry. The event saw some spectacular talents in the form 

of singing, dancing and mime. This is also an occasion for the second and third year 

students to bid farewell to the third year students. 

 

An advanced Elective course? 

  

Elective courses which were introduced in the CBCS system are expected to 

expose students to the nuances of education, develop soft skills, pose 

challenges, and bring out hidden talents. Public Health which was offered to the 

semester-4 students witnessed the emergence of some of these aspects. Students 
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presented creative ideas on public health issues which Indians are facing and plausible remedies to eradicate these 

maladies. The event culminated in a 3 day presentation of their ideas in the form of charts.  

 

Staff Research Seminar 2014 

Staff Research Seminar was organised on March 21. This is an occasion for 

some of our faculty to present their research findings before an august 

gathering. Mr Atul Desai from the BoB training centre was the chief guest. The 

seminar had 6 of our faculty presenting their papers. 

 

COP Convocation 

 

The Career Oriented Programme convocation was finally held on March 22, in 

the AV room of St. Xavier’s College. The present COP Coordinator, Fr Vincent 

Saldanha SJ, was the chief guest of the function. Under the new COP 

Coordinator, Fr Vincent, the course is taking a new direction. Thank you Fr 

Vincent for your efforts to set the records straight. 

 

Workshop for Supporting staff 

 

A workshop was organised for the support staff of our College by Sr Mary James and 

Dr Atul Makwana with the help of student volunteers. These are unique 

opportunities that St. Xavier’s creates for them to come together and share their life 

story with others. This is also an occasion for them to listen to one another and feel 

united as members of this great organisation. Various ice-breaking games were 

conducted to bring the group together by student volunteers and Dr Atul Makwana. 

 

 Meeting of religious students 

A number of our students come from various religious congregations across the globe. 

A family get together was organised for them by Sr Mary James on April 1, 2014. Fr 

Shaji Thekemuriyil and Fr Cedric Prakash were the resource persons. They spoke about 

the leadership role religious students should play in an institute of Jesuit Higher 

Education. There was also personal sharing and it emerged that religious students 

should be the ‘fire that ignites other fires’.  

 

NSS Activities 

 

Similar to a sprouting seed after the rains, NSS is sprouting with vigour. These days one 

can see a lot of activities in and around the NSS office. There was a student enrolment 

drive, a blood donation camp, where 54 of our students voluntarily donated blood to the 

Red Cross. NSS also carried out a Thalassemia testing campaign where 165 students got 

their blood checked for Thalassemia. NSS also organised an orientation for the newly 

enrolled students and a health awareness programme on June 26 to take corrective measures such as eating well, 
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working out, and maintaining good posture etc. Thank you Prof Ami Shah, NSS director, for playing the 

catalyst’s role. 

 

Physics workshop 

The Department of Physics organised a residential programme on Advanced BSc. (Physics) 2014 for semester-4 

students from all over Gujarat on the premises of St. Xavier’s College from May 18 to June 7. Thirty three 

students participated from 20 colleges. Dr Clement and Dr Rajesh Iyer who ardently organised the programme 

even cancelled their summer holidays. The programme includes 54 sessions on Physics, 5 special talks by experts, 

and visit to 5 Institute of national repute. The group also spent a night on the outskirts of Ahmedabad trying to get 

a closer view of Venus, Saturn, and the Milky Way! Department also organised a seminar in January. 

 

Admission process 

Admissions to various 

courses were held from 

June 5 to 6 and from June 

11 to 13. The science 

admission process saw a 

huge crowd of students. 

Most of the teaching and 

non-teaching staff spent 

the entire period counselling students so that the best are selected 

to St. Xavier’s. The entire admission process was managed by 

our student volunteer force under the leadership of Ruzbeh Hodiwala (nicknamed as ‘Man on the Move’ by one of 

the parents!). There were volunteers to counsel parents and students, to serve water, enter data, to assist students in 

filling the form etc. It is such a unique feature of our College. Parents were so impressed by the kind of training 

offered at our College so that all of them wanted their ward to study here!  

Well began is half done 

 

The academic year began with a Eucharistic celebration where a large 

number of students participated and invoked God’s blessing. Fr Lancelot 

D’Cruz SJ was the main celebrant. Religious brothers organised the choir 

which made the Eucharist more meaningful. Feast of St Ignatius of Loyola 

was celebrated in XICA auditorium. Fr Vincent Saldanha SJ the main 

celebrant, challenged students to imbibe the academic enthusiasm of St 

Ignatius which he showed at the age of 32. 

 

Xavierites turn ‘Taru-mitra’ 

An Orientation Workshop was held for 60 Tarumitra volunteers on Sunday, 

July 20, 2014. The Workshop was animated by Fr Robert Athickal SJ of 

Tarumitra Patna along with his team of Ms Margaret, Fr Anthony SJ (Attapady 

Bioreserve), Fr Rappai SJ., Mr Jothi and Fr Lucas SJ. The dynamic group of 

volunteers were treated to a series of activities aimed at sensitizing them to the 
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concerns of Mother Earth. A Core group of students was formed to coordinate the activities of Tarumitra 

(Xavier's) for the coming year. 

New Academic year begins 

The College reopened on June 16, 2014. Orientation for Arts and Science was conducted by student volunteers 

under the leadership of Fr Vincent Saldanha SJ. The orientation programme exposed students to the Xavier 

culture and focused on the various activities organised by the College for the all-round development of students. 

 

Student Research Medal Award ceremony  

 

St Xavier’s College initiated under graduate students to a year-long research 

programme. Those who do well are awarded with a gold medal. This year 25 

out of 53 students who had done research won the gold medal. A big thank you 

to a group of untiring faculty who continues to guide the students in research. 

Dr Malay Mahadevia was the chief guest of the function. During the function, 

three students made a brief presentation of their work. 

 

Fr Valles lecture series 

As part of the ongoing celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of St Xavier’s College, the department of Mathematics 

and Statistics in collaboration with Ahmedabad Ganit Mandal is organising ‘Father Valles lecture series’ on 

various interesting topics of Mathematics and Statistics. The event saw large number of ‘ganit rasikas’ and 

students attending these lectures. Kudos to the Department of Mathematics and Statistics for the initiative  

Jagrat conducts workshops 

The New Academic Year for JAGRAT began with an inaugural function 

attended by 174 students. Significantly, two Jagrat ex-students, Mr. 

Shivaji Vasava and Mr. Vikas Parmar were the Guests of Honour.  

Three workshops have been held in the month of July. A Workshop on 

‘Goal Setting’ was held for the FY  JAGRAT students on July 5, 2014. 

57 students attended the Workshop conducted by Profs.  Ishwar 

Mehra, Saurabh Vaishanav and Vijay Dandhukia. 33 SY students 

participated in a Workshop on ‘Self Esteem’ held on July 19, 2014 

conducted by Profs. Dilip Vasava and Puransingh. The final year 

students had their Workshop on ‘Career Guidance’ on July 26, 2014. 

Profs Ishwar and Vijay Dandhukia were the resource persons for the 

Workshop attended by 40 students. 

Alumni column 

Mr Kiratsinh Jadeja graduated from St Xavier’s 

College in 2012 with Psychology as major 

subject. He is now doing his Masters in visual 

effects from Bournemouth University, UK. 

He has carved a niche for himself in 

photography. His photographs and his 

interview were published in the prestigious 

Royal Photographic Society Journal of UK.   
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Glimpses of Xavier’s 

Here are a few photographs captured by Fr Roland D’Souza SJ. They emphasise the gist of what the College 

stands for. Thank you Xavierites. Each one of us can make a difference. Together we make change! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snippets 

 Dr TC Pandya attended a workshop on innovative experiments on Physics 

 Dr Kirtan Parmar attended a workshop on Use of SPSS in research. 

 Dr Sebastian V and Dr Sudeshna Menon attended a one day seminar on Advances in Molecular Biology in 

Nirma University. 

 Dr Sudeshna Menon and Prof Kinjal Desai attended the PTCA seminar at IISER, Pune 

 Dr Arefa Mansuri has been appointed as M.Phil and PhD guide by Gujarat University in Psychology. 

Congratulations! 

 Dr Pinky delivered a lecture on Social enterprises to a group of 19 MBA students at Loyola University, 

Baltimore during her brief stay in the USA. 

 The first student of Dr Mallika Sanyal submitted her PhD thesis recently. Congratulations! 

 Dr Urmi Shah has published her PhD thesis. Congratulations! 

 Ankita Patel of Biochemistry is in the editorial board of ‘Biotech Rings’ a magazine published on the 

theme Nanobiotech and Cancer. 

 A voters Id card drive was conducted on February 27 to ensure that all our students have a valid voters id to 

exercise their franchise in the upcoming National election. 

Thanks to Fr Vincent Saldanha SJ for editing the Chronicles and Fr Roland D’Souza SJ for Photo documentation. 

SXC Chronicle is for private circulation only. Helps us to document your achievements, small or big. You can reach us at: 

iqac@sxca.edu.in 

________________________________________________________________________ Quality builds the Nation  
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