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Course Title: Vidur Niti: Lessons from Chapter 5 

Learning Objectives for Vidurniti - Chapter 5: 

Understand Ethical Principles: 
1. Analyze the ethical guidelines and principles Vidura outlines for rulers, 

administrators, and individuals. 
2. Recognize the importance of morality in leadership and governance. 

Explore Practical Wisdom: 
3. Examine Vidura’s teachings on decision-making, prudence, and the consequences of 

actions. 
4. Learn how to apply ancient wisdom to modern-day challenges and dilemmas. 

Leadership and Governance: 
5. Identify the qualities of an ideal leader as described by Vidura. 



6. Understand the role of justice, humility, and foresight in effective governance. 
Personal Development: 

7. Reflect on the virtues of patience, self-discipline, and detachment as advised by 
Vidura. 

8. Develop skills for introspection and self-improvement based on Vidura’s insights. 
Societal Well-being: 

9. Evaluate Vidura’s perspective on the responsibilities of individuals toward society and 
the common good. 

10. Promote the application of these teachings to enhance social harmony and ethical 
practices. 

Timeless Relevance of Vidura's Teachings: 

1. Discuss how Vidura’s advice remains relevant in contemporary contexts like 
leadership, ethics, and conflict resolution. 

2. Draw parallels between the challenges faced by Dhritarashtra and those faced by 
modern leaders. 

 

 

Course Outcomes: 

1. Students will comprehend the concept of Dharma as outlined in Vidur Niti Chapter 5. 
2. Students will be able to differentiate between one's duties towards family, society, 

and the self. 
3. Students will recognize the importance of adhering to one's duties in maintaining a 

balanced life. 
4. Students will analyze the principles of wisdom and prudence as expounded in Chapter 

5. 
5. Students will evaluate scenarios where wise decisions can lead to favorable 

outcomes. 
6. Students will apply Vidur's teachings to modern decision-making processes. 
7. Students will understand the importance of wealth management and its ethical 

dimensions as per Vidur Niti. 
8. Students will evaluate the relevance of Vidur Niti's principles in modern political 

contexts. 
 
Unit 1: Understanding Dharma and Duty 
Unit 2: Wisdom and Prudence in Decision-Making 
Unit 3: Managing Wealth and Resources 



Unit 4: Leadership and Governance 

 

Core Readings: 

1. "Vidur Niti" Chapter 5 (Original Sanskrit Text with Translation) 
2. Shastri, Bhojraj (Ed.). "Vidura Neeti" (With Hindi Translation) 
3. "Vidur Niti" Chapter 5 (Original Sanskrit Text with Translation) 
4. Dharmapala, Manilal. "Vidur Niti: Text with English Translation and Critical Study" 
5. "Vidur Niti" Chapter 5 (Original Sanskrit Text with Translation) 
6. Radhakrishnan, S. "Indian Philosophy, Volume 1" 
7. "Vidur Niti" Chapter 5 (Original Sanskrit Text with Translation) 
8. Gandhi, M. K. "The Essential Writings of Mahatma Gandhi" 

 


