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Learning Objectives- This is one act play composed by Bhasa, who is famous for his
innovative concepts. Especially this work provides an opportunity to students to study this
play from the psychological perspective. Thus, it enables students to do interdisciplinary
study.

LO-1- Students would be aware of the outlines of Sanskrit classical drama.

LO-2- It would develop evaluating acumen of students regarding the dramatic style
of a dramatist.

LO-3- Students would criticize the dramatic piece on the basis of contemporary
social, religious and spiritual perspective.

LO-4-Students will study psychological aspect of the characters as well as some
human values revealing through the dramatic piece.

LO-5 know the significance of charity in indian tradition and practice for

wellbeing.



Course Outcomes for Karnabharam:

Understanding Classical Sanskrit Drama:

Gain an appreciation for the structure and style of Sanskrit one-act plays, with Karnabharam

by Bhasa as a significant example.

1. Exploration of Karna's Character:

Analyze the psychological depth of Karna, exploring his moral dilemmas, sense of
duty, and loyalty in the face of societal rejection and personal suffering.

Insights into Mahabharata Themes:

Understand key themes of the Mahabharata, such as dharma, fate, and the human
condition, as reflected in the play.

Study of Emotional and Ethical Complexity:

Examine how Karnabharam portrays the internal conflicts and ethical challenges
faced by Karna, highlighting universal human struggles.

Cultural and Literary Context:

Develop an understanding of Bhasa’s contribution to Sanskrit drama and his
reinterpretation of epic stories, fostering an appreciation for ancient Indian literature
and its relevance.

Unit-1 Introduction to Bhasa- Life- Date-works of .Bhasa, & Bhasa problem

Unit-2 Text- Reading and critical survey

Unit-3 Text- Reading and critical survey

Unit-4 A psychological survey of Karnabharam.

The concept of ‘ST ’in Indian tradition.

Essential Reading for Karnabharam

Primary Text:

1.

Karnabharam by Bhasa (Original Sanskrit text with translations). Recommended
editions include:

"The Plays of Bhasa" by C.R. Devadhar (with English translation).

Sanskrit text with Hindi or regional language commentary (by renowned scholars like
S.K. De or K.P. Narayana Pisharoti).

Commentaries and Analysis:



1. "Three Plays of Bhasa" by A.C. Woolner and Lakshman Sarup (includes critical

analysis and translation).
2. "Bhasa: A Study" by A.B. Keith (focus on Bhasa’s dramatic style and influence).

Supplementary Readings:

1. "The Mahabharata" by C. Rajagopalachari or other retellings for understanding

Karna's broader role in the epic.
2. "The Ethical Dilemmas of Karna" by P. Lal (focus on the moral complexities of Karna’s

character).

Critical Perspectives:

1. "The Sanskrit Drama in Its Origin, Development, Theory, and Practice" by A.B. Keith.
2. "Classical Sanskrit Drama" by M. Krishnamachariar.



