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FACULTY OF ARTS 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
BA. (Hons) Sociology 

 

Course Title Content Hours/Weeks Credit 

SOH-MC-221-C Social 

Institutions 

U1-Introduction to Social 

Institutions 

U-2. Education 

U-3.  Economy 

U-4. Media 

4 Hrs 4 

 

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE 

COURSE 

 

Course Title & 

Code 

Credit Distribution of The 

Course 

Eligibility Criteria Pre-requisite(s) of 

the Course (if any) 

Lecture Tutorial Practical / 

Practice 

Social Institutions 

SOH-MC-221-C 
4 0 0 10 + 2 from a 

recognized board 

in any stream 

Basic Knowledge of 

Sociology 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES (LO) 

LO-1 Introduce the concept and importance of social institutions. 

LO-2 Understand the role of education, economy, and media in shaping society. 

LO-3 Analyze institutions using basic sociological perspectives. 

Course OUTCOMES (CO) 

On Completion of this course, the student will be able to 

CO-1 Students will be able to explain the meaning, features, and functions of key social 

institutions. 

CO-2 Students will be able to analyze how education, economy, and media influence social 

structure and change. 

CO-3 Students will be able to apply sociological concepts to understand issues like inequality, 

globalization, and identity. 

 

 

MAJOR COURSE-1: SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 



  

UNIT–I: Introduction to Social Institutions (15 L) 
● Basic theoretical perspectives: Functionalist and Conflict views 

● Meaning, nature, and features of social institutions; Importance of social institutions in 

society 

Unit II: Education (15 L) 
● Education: meaning and functions; Role of education in socialization and cultural 

transmission 

● Education and social mobility; Issues of inequality in education 

Unit III: Economy (15 L) 

● Economy and society: production, distribution, and consumption 

● Types of economic systems: capitalist, socialist, and mixed economy; 

● Informal economy in India: Economy and social change; modernization, globalization 

Unit IV: Media (15 L) 

● Media: meaning and types: print, electronic, digital, social media; Role of media in 

socialization and public opinion formation 

● Media, culture, and identity, Media and social change in India 

Suggestive Readings: 

 

1. Rao, C.N. Shankar. (2013). Sociology: Principles of Sociology with an Introduction to Social 

Thought. New Delhi: S. Chand & Company. 

2. Giddens, Anthony. (2017). Sociology. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

3. Johnson, Harry M. (2009). Sociology: A Systematic Introduction. New Delhi: Allied Publishers. 

4. Bottomore, Tom B. (2008). Sociology: Themes and Perspectives. New Delhi: HarperCollins. 

5. Ahuja, Ram. (2014). Indian Social System. Jaipur: Rawat Publications. 

6. Madan, G.R. (2001). Indian Social Problems (Vol. I & II). New Delhi: Allied Publishers. 

7. Durkheim, Emile. (1995). The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. New York: Free Press. 

8. Weber, Max. (1978). Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 

9. Parsons, Talcott. (1951). The Social System. Glencoe: The Free Press.  

10. Merton, Robert K. (1968). Social Theory and Social Structure. New York: Free Press. 

11. Srinivas, M.N. (1996). Village, Caste, Gender and Method. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

12. Uberoi, Patricia (Ed.). (1993). Family, Kinship and Marriage in India. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 

13. Berger, Peter L. & Luckmann, Thomas. (1991). The Social Construction of Reality. London: 

Penguin. 

14. Jayaram, N. (2011). Sociology: Themes and Perspectives. Jaipur: Rawat Publications. 

15. Ritzer, George. (2011). Sociological Theory (8th ed.). New York: McGraw -Hill. 
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COURSE TITLE CONTENT HOURS/WEEKS CREDIT 

SOH-MC-222-C Sociological 

Thinkers-I 

U-1: Auguste Comte 

U-2: Karl Marx 

U-3: Max Weber 

U-4: Emile Durkheim 

4 Hrs 4 

 

 

 
CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF 

THE COURSE 

 

Course Title & 

Code 

Credit Distribution of The 

Course 

Eligibility Criteria Pre-requisite(s) of 

the Course (if any) 

Lecture Tutorial Practical / 

Practice 

Sociological 

Thinkers-I 

(SOH-MC-222-C) 

4 0 0 10 + 2 from a 

recognized board in any 

stream 

 

Basic Knowledge of 

Sociology 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES (LO) 

LO-1 Enable students to apply theory to their own everyday life experiences. 

LO-2 Develop students’ sociological imagination and the capacity to read each situation 

sociologically and then to think about it theoretically. 

LO-3 Demonstrate the applicability of theory to students. 

Course OUTCOMES (CO) 

On Completion of this course, the student will be able to 

CO-1 Understand the grand foundational themes of sociology. 

CO-2 Apply theories and concepts from classical sociological theories to develop intellectual 

openness and curiosity. 

CO-3 Appreciate the classical concepts and theories to develop awareness of the limits of current 
knowledge. 

Major Course – 2: Sociological Thinkers-I 



  

Unit 1. Auguste Comte: (15L) 

 Beginning of Sociology, Positivism, Law of Three Stages, Hierarchy of Sciences, 

Social Statics and Social Dynamics 

Unit 2. Karl Marx: (15L) 

 Dialectics and Historical Materialism, Mode of Production, Alienation, Class and 

Class Struggle, Theory of Social Change, Surplus Value 

Unit 3. Max Weber: (15L) 

 Social Action, Ideal Types, Causality, Authority, Bureaucracy, Religion and 

Economy, Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of Capitalism, Class, Status and Power 

Unit 4. Emile Durkheim: (15L) 

 Social Fact, Individual and Society, Nature of Solidarity, Division of labour, 

Suicide, Religion and Society 

References: 

1. Aron, Raymond 1967. Main Currents in Sociological Thought. Volume 2, Penguin Books: 

London pp. 210-237. 

2. Berlin, Isiah 1939. Karl Marx: His Life and Environment. Thornton Butterworth Ltd.: London 

3. Comer, Lewis, A. 2012. Masters of Sociological Thought. Rawat Publications. 

4. Durkheim, E. 1958. The Rules of Sociological Method. New York: The Free Press. pp. 482107, 

1192144 Durkheim, E. 1951. Suicide: A Study in Sociology. New York: The Free Press, pp. 

41256, 1452 151. 

5. Durkheim, E. 1961. The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. Collier Macmillan: New York 

6. Durkheim, E. 1964. The Division of Labour in Society, New York, The Free Press. Ch 2 & 3 

pp. 70-133. 

7. Freund, Julien 1968. The Sociology of Max Weber. Random House: New York 

8. Giddens, Anthony. 1973. Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An Analysis of the Writings of 

Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber. Cambridge University Press. 

9. Haralambos, Michael and Holborn, Martin. 2014. Sociological Themes and Perspectives 

(8th Edition) Paperback. Collins. 

10. Lenzer, Gertrud (ed) 1975, Auguste Comte and Positivism: The Essential Writings. Mass Smith. 

11. Lukes, Steven 1973. Emile Durkheim: His Life and Work. Allen Lane, The Penguin Press: 

London 

12. Marx, K. and F. Engels. 1969. Selected Works Vol. 1. Moscow: Progress Publishers. pp. 13215 

(Theses on Feuerbach), pp. 16280 (A Critique of the German Ideology) pp.982137 (Manifesto 

of the Communist Party), pp. 1422173 (Wage Labour and Capital), pp. 5022506 (Abstract of 

Preface from A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy). 

13. Marx, K.H. and Engels, F. (Manuscript of 1848). Manifesto of the Communist Party.  Burghard: 

London 

14. Morgan, John Henry and Abraham, Francis. 1989. Sociological Thought. Laxmi 



  

Publications Pvt Ltd 

15. Morrison, Kenneth. 1995. Marx, Durkheim, Weber: Formations of Modern Social Thought. 

SAGE. 

16. Nisbet, R.A. 1974. The Sociology of Emile Durkheim. Oxford University Press: New York 

17. Ritzer, George. 2011. Sociological Theory. (8th Edition). Mc Graw Hill. 

18. Weber, M. 1949. Max Weber on the Methodology of Social Science 

19. Weber, M. 1964. The Theory of Social and Economic Organisation. (Translated and edited by 

A.M. Henderson and Talcott Persons), Free Press: Glencoe 

20. Weber, M. 1971. Ideal Types. In K. Thompson and J. Tunstall (eds) Sociological Perspectives. 

Penguin Books: Middle-sex: 63-67 

21. Weber, Max. 1947. The Theory of Social and Economic Organization. NewYork: The Free 

Press, pp. 873123 

22. Weber, Max. 2002. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (translated by Stephen 

Kalberg). London: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 3354, 1033126, Chapters I, II, III, IV & V 
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